Art Owens: ‘We had torid '
ourselves of quite a few ...

Testimpay af Art Owens, president
of Sports & Health Club Regarding
Gy Wights Bill - House File 108,

House Judiciary Conumitiee Hear-

ing, Apeil 11, 1984

“Mr. Chairmizan, mwmbers of the
commitles, my name 15 Aol
Ohwens Dime presadent of Spors &
Henlalh Tub, We hiave sx locations
i the Tovon Chics wrea, We'e been
i busioess over 23 years, and up
umiid ol eaght prare . thie 5ex-
il pglering ai |:-\.||I|m-||.'AI.I.I'||i::|- i
mar particular busioess wus mal o
rrablbem,

Bii 190 e ampibial Lsisaulle= € anmrl
Sports & Hadth Clab, dmd subse-
qpueznily ol hocnme kaud of & hawen
{or some ol the bawmosexusls in
disamlawn Minmeupolis. My lesl
awareress ol il wax when we stared
163 et enllBa Leown owir meisbe s elling
mn bl the netivity ofF the Bomo-
seaunls ard the gy grouap in our
chiwarilawn ke i

Well, | didnt pay too smuch atlen-
fiem al dhe bepimnang, bul as we
srted 1o lose business and people
s lodrop ook, bodius: e b
licie mesl GunsEibent kockian, we
ek mbo 0 and suee Enouph,
theie was guoine a group dowin there
il Wl were sl dking secesanily
the oiber live localxans.

Wi sent pne of sur mamgers down
al thatl poand b0 bry do straighien 1
ool skl wee liid to i oiorselves of
yuike a Tew before they realinnd we
wene o piudiced fpaesl g o
Lhe homensssu s &5 long ns they dlid
mul pracles 1lein persersion in the
Sparts & Health Cheb, Al af they
comlenued toopractie oL they would
B pyinniss thici :|||.'||!|'|rc.:|:.llr.||

Ao ol it @ B weend kel g, e
alhers Wl 1o sCrmighinen g, arkl
kst Frilay | was davwn for evalua-
tiom, and again al the LaSallke Spocts
& Healeh Club with same o our
stafl people and l:h:_'-' mendicimsd
thal ihey had pust again ook mem
bezrships avay [rom two mone 1kl
cuntivucd 1o display their sexual
preferenoe man opon vy,

I apree with wial has been desidicd
heretalore, and spealking Nrom just a
Tz s podnl o vt Dcan say 1hat
L] T | e TR T R R b T T
af this apenly, is repugnant 1o us as
Chnstians and &1 Americans 1hat
are living im tradiveasl siandards.
A ve Ao lnse business because of
it amd e wall il B & perly e,
ewen i g conmes e the poing char we
have Lo close the place.

A you know, Minreapaolis has a
law Bike thai, we have never hesn
challemged on the Minneapols law
cven Bouph we are &0 @ puriu-
I oour puarcicnlar parg al i, 1 don'®
knurey vy thant iz, st we wall notas
ik s Coiaslen Fsl ;ut.l'::r-
e itk aglingg el e anal pai besalig
rehien i husiness,

Do you have any yuestions?™

Req. Searer: "Mr, Chairman, Sir, |
puess tven things: Mumber ane, ymar
bousiness is aleead v lowted o down-
town Minnespolis, which is abready
opverad by current ordipanoe, &
thal eormec?™

blr, Orwmms: *Yes, 5ir,™

Rep. Suaen: “Mumber two, | guess,
what woald 1he concerns that you
hawe, thal you've reised, have to do
wath s particular piece of legish-
tian, since any puble dasply in
terms of poblic affection &nd so
farth is not covered im this begiska-
tion? The acts that vou've talked
ahout that have eecusned — nothing
in this legslation would lepalize

hai”

br. Orwens “The preference, Lhe
oulright acting aut of the preleremnc:
and as you resd the San Franoses

capericnes, i o siep by sep pro-
cegs, That is, again we Bave e
lociops nod in dowmdawn bin-
neapolis. We would be, as 1 umder-
wand this bEll, and 1 haven' résd 1L
1 iis enley, bt aa | enderstand 1L,
we woukl be oblipaied e hire
henpssex ks somebod ¥ cold
prose that they met all the other
crileria. With us, obwvicusly, they
cogkl ped meel the sther prieena,
and so they would Ao Be hred By
. TRt e fo specking only fronea
business point ol svew. Bt s o
repr s ol N 1 kersoew dhat
e by hassimess, ihai Teel thal (e
e Pt pays hes il s prakihly
Lhiar g dlsed slepakl sl 1he Chisaae,
wr the meeal clirsie v the busines."

Fezp, Cabven: “3z. Claiisan, Sar, I
I'm nivl mistaken, arent you ik
individual orwisn i1 your business
Elizd there was considerabde amonnl
ol publicity fbheuy i negond 1o cns-
phyment prastiics (ha) wene Fouind
by s praple Lo bediseriminatary

HEF_ Coahens “MMre Chairmen, i 1
mwvy, whl, as 1 understang it, peir
ple whe didint (0 your concepl of
Christinnaty, shey couklnt
mined as employees.”

W, Chwens: "Mooy, sie, tial & ieor-
recl. Lol me make a stalement o
ghai. We wall fod knowingly hare
inybdy thar is andagonisdic 1o b
Caoapel. We will nod knowangly he
anyhody thot is nctively invalved
in imsmaoral situation. amd wes will
il && lor e onr husines s oon-
cermed, and [ think (ks yoan have

probably bevn infMuenced by the |

[RIFHET AUpHIEE, sl mosd -!' Hn
ginrkniige v Pren ol el
e, it teirns cd 1o be an attitadi-
nal problem, not of religicus
panee,

e, Coben: “Mr. Clasrman, which

Crospel s that™

e, Creeps: “What do you mean,
sir, which gosped & 1kan?™

ba e~

that had rothing to do with besno-
mualiny”

eentinued on page 13
MAr, Owens: "Yes, sir,™

L

Rules for ‘Sodomites

M- Nseriming ting aneas
Aetivity by Sodonsbes or normal people thaz s naot msmlly o sooally
g il e s Spons & Health Club environmont,

|, lmeniclest aigire
2, Muoking out in the club,
3, Hams=ment ol anolber member—

Exarmples:
il ar female
Discriminating Areas

We wain't allow Sodomices toadvertise thear perversicn, i &1 the (one of
the Spoarts d Hcalth Chab (o indicade a homoa xual epvitenmei, ar i

iy ."|:|!-ill,.l.l;r\,||'| o b claemuiged by Besmmnilg Kk dis o “Hodoine gick upr
Joim.”

M Mk ared Temale may hold Bands aud mol Be olfensive 1o
rermal society and our members, Sodomies would fot

Lk e

b allorwesd 1o hold hands as this would be oflfensive by |

nrmnsl and secially acceplahle smedonds,
[E8 Ll.H_Il.'-rlru.: mn b warkowl arca with other Sosdomites Tor
sicinl reasons rather than the purpoese o work out,

We will not alles Beddomiles 10 creats an eaviromiment el proomtes
hmesexuainy and makes ormel members leel Encomlomabls o raduces
their enjoyment of ihe clab

Exampies:  Loitening and congregaiing in ibe club thay makes the noriml
member feel threaiened.

Sodomites gain ther strenglh an numbssrs,

Past cases inciude P%eye balling™ normal male membens,
2- making sexually insinuating comments and J4rving v peck
ups ol peopls, =T rving o retruil pew Sodomibes.

Sl e congrepating is ssopped besause they howve a didfemeal mative than
two airmal people lking. They hove n oo o in pereersion and
want o promate i im owr club. This comman bood is nod present when
nirmal people may congregale in the club,

The Sodamite situation is especinlly danperoas i our business because af
the natare of the kaalth cdub, Mommal pooplecan be made Lo le2d unc omior-

lahde very casily becauss ol physical envirodmenl such as locker roons.

=uras, olc.

Piwr msemiaple we wonk] met nllve coqcl shower lovilities bevanse ol ibe
alvvioan gex implicaibes, Feople wookl be eyelolling micabeia o (he
appmilg wex, bl seoe wisull leel unesaivitnble, gle. Reusis sig s
abvins s foolish to expand oa i

Alflsough pod guire the same, the Sodeméies creass o similor proflem, Cuar
noymal members con now be made (o feel uncomdartable in their oen
locker room, suna and even in the workoul eom.

We ry 10 et off problems before they arise by discouraging sxcemive

congregating ard loitering of the Sodomites, This is a judpement call we
beave i make as to when the Sodomites purposs For being in the elub starts
shilting from working out toseiting a homosexual tore and environment
the club, we land on thens like a duck an & junchag,

By not imposing the above rukes we wauld —
I, Have a damap=d reputataon
2. Redues enjovmend of club for mast members
Y Lost income 1o club
4. Loss of enenberdhip salbes

T offensivenses of Sodomite action and hnancal Joss to the cleb desss not -

change becavse Minpeapolis pow classifies those involved as a "minoin.®

Call Margaret Hl.ln]:thﬂa:o.ir

For adartising ko
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fir iesbians and gay man

Upcoming

DINMNER

WHAT WE SHOULD EXPECT FROM QLR ELECTED
DFFICIALE WHAT THEY SHOULD EXPECT FROM US|
Rewvarand Troy Parry
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and hang today,

Opan Weskdays 108 —
Satwrday 10-5, Sunday 126 |

ALLPAPER
WILL PAY
FORTHE PAINT!

And we don't even sell paint.
But we do sell tha most beautiful guality
wallcoverings in every color and texiure imagin-
able. We have whal il takes to make your deco-
rating a big succass, We have the best for less
(20% o 50% savings) all ready to take home

=
BOSEVILLE: LEXIMNGTON PLAZA » Lesingion al Lisgalior + 4881507
ST LD PARK: MIRWCLE WILE CERTER + Hwy 900 a1 Excalslor Bivd. + TBTI

wallpaper

WHERE A LITTLE MOMET BATS A LOT OF STTLE
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Misusing Christian tenets

Iy Adearts L. Floyd

It hipe been & long time sind: | was
sl ntarily i a seiting where |owas
coatinwousty being referred 1o as p
pervierl. But this is what | did on two
recknd Walnoaday |'."l.'l:|:|i|'@: when |
anepded the hearings on [an Pot-

. ters discriminmtion complaint

agninst the Sports and Health Cluh,
Iz At least hall of seven hours®
bearimg tme was ke by ome wi-
ress almer anoher for the Sports and
Heabih Clish recounting the sans—
rexl amdl imagined—ol pay club
memmbere prosent and pudl

Tenami-again Christisims !I". bt =
rep el welial ey comnbbercal 1o e
1w s sdsnms O By iwnne el
Tegibiomi i the snimgin arkl snoim,
Ticlig Danrnbs, boesiog. and (fesiar
al heriia!d tlking in an audibe
temg bt lovers el boydricnds
Prusently pleful wies of vohe
e exprossions of cnibarrzssmem
in hawimg 1o talk ahaal such matlers
in public.

Acknowlodping Bhal the coemplaine
AR i his i was il iy, =0 lar
o thary Enew, of uny of those perver-
sions whil oo i wluly premises, (|
s Clekr 1By ehoughyl these bauhs
T b mleeren? el “losansscs ual™
earsntkaly.

Tha: et 1kt eforosexaal men hive
ab b Known 15 mosluriils, 16
“miake arl ™ wilh thinr partners, and
nl.'rl._L.iII-i Whenl therr warlliiemds m
bl vone oiclevond e e Do
bolkvers. Bluicroscaual e aind
thae Behavioes o “pormad,” while
OUFE W R TLT UN Y SUki -

|
mented their festimony by passig

ot copies of the Bible and of Tedfiiecs

pinuas tracts bke “The Gay Rhu[r.'"
and “The Four Spiniual Laws.” |

DT LET I'T HAPFEM I;"D
YOUR CITY,” orpes ong pemphife.
If not stopped now, iL wamme, gavs
will-inke aver Minmeapolis as I:I'I.E:.I
have taken owver San Fromosoon,
adhene “Divead Dississ F'rl}rlll-
ganda in the schools . I.":l:,' SEK

peubdec . Hamsdneng |1-.'-Ii|.'c .-.‘:én

sy I"III'hIII-IIIFlIIHI:. i

I e heshl clishs iklensa |||t||1$|..t
wa Pablers disorindnation oo
plaiit is nbare tan just an aitent
i v being foud bn violaom gl
Uhie: b oo havineg Lo pay damages] I
is & part o the fendamenealiss Chigs-
tinn =ffoe to undermiee the elfde-
Ltiveness of the civil rights ondina

It i no coinchdoncs: that Arl

Orweps, president ol ihe S pone apd -

Herlth Chab, wook ks Bible 19 1.
Paul lasa vear aikl eipiail ksl
Lors agaenst adding lesbmms 2nd gy
e Liv The clsssed priviscted by lr.l.-:-
stabe haman righds stacue, The el

i b evangelietic, B utlemp %(.
“libsrate™ us froem o “bomlkags 1o
Fwmnossmiahily ™ ibrough the “grakc
ol ke Lord Jesus Chrsl,™ |

This misuse of 1he senets of Chils-
Liim laith & lor me persenally the
] olfnsivg pepeil (o e whalo
varse | shuddier wehen 8 chink how day
frignds mn Ihis communily will jfos

Testimony

fruam e

l'|.|'|: Vil
g

SN ey A b dede-

Bep. Cohen: “Mr, Chalrman, o waill
luke & enimuee.. Y oo endien esd ghan o
WA WP ml W oyom didn kawe o
certiaen Belel mehe Caospel, [ assuise
that’s whai, the New Testamem™

Wi Owens: "That's the whole Bilde
— s banokes, all woeeen lopeiber ina
ene bk — writien by some &)
WrilerTs over doonie TR vears wilh
e ulbor.”

Hep. Cohenc. “Mr, Chobeman, 1
guess when ve talk abous the CHd
versais the Mew Testement, | dony
accept, the Mew Testamend as my
Lapapel, becawse | happen 1o be Jew-
mh. Daes thig mean | coukin® he
emplayed by ot |

Ml Chaems “No sar, it ir_-.uu.-. wEre

3"“5011!-‘51": 1o Christ sk the -n“,. ~,-.,,_ iy 8
sink, amd you ppenly prolcssed the, " chlﬁ ,H-.w
15

nrel hecane o prablem- within hll'
vivmpesny. v conilbd ned e kiredhhy |
s, Bl osinn wazps ansl oguemly snilapis-
ikl posn kel baz firead v ue, fiesd
wia Wl kedew wling e e Lllllr-fllll_
from and we koow whene wou'ne
coaming from, ™

Rep. Cohen: “Mr. Chairman, just
lar the eeend, Jews S nol heliewe
that Chinissis the messiah, 1'm pot
amixgonistie tewand (hat behel if
athers hoakd i, bur s not my belisf.

Bfr, Crwens: =1 realioe, sir, that sden
g sAY JEwsE Yo Te |F!.'i|'l] LR Sy
bt uf the Jews, Remember that
lesus was o Jow, salviben comes
{raitn e Jews, all our firs disciples,
d [I{nll.';«._'l.':[‘t.'u'ﬂ'ﬁ. nred 50 we hive
1o reidize that there's o dilference
hetwesn the Jews, and those that
nokd 1o the helisf off Abmkam,
fnther Abrzham in fankb. So cherd &
u difference’ Many completed Jows
today are professing Jesus Chirist,
amd there i & very active mevernent
L{ER [ ] riagh the Mvagh commgm-
iy with the truth.” ﬂ

nd when {key hear that In .
m:inf-:umﬂ Eyme wiha Minl.l:!.l::fc
warped onderstandings are Teflec-
tive of what all Thristines helisve, It
safders me Lhal whal s alféred as
“Cood Mews™ has heoome very had
news for moest gays and leshians,

WEny gay men conlmue b patnne-
ize the Spons and: Health Clubs.
When asked wiy, they give wRrious
neasons: Uhey have o coniract fo ful-
10 Sporis and Hexlh has same of
ihie hewt fmcifilies in bowiis if yiu jie
iiird your own Eniines wod waork
il yna won't v noy (fauhlc.

Bt | cant belp wordering whal i
woull be Tike i ol those gay mem-
beirship diollars weng somaewhene clse,
Ferbaps anodber health cab woulk)
use dhe money o wpprade their
cquipment ard wowld welcnme
apfenly gay members. I0straight men
ure imiimadated by the presence ol
By men talking absoua 1Ber lives,
Chg vy b Chioos Tessin sl ld e et
ter their narmow existencs. Perhaps
La Salle Count Sports and Health
Cligh can remain profitahle withoul
i3 Ray T l.!-l'pﬂ‘rhllr“ ni

As Tonpas gay men omd Cheir Drsdnd s
conming o give their maney bz husi=

nesse like the Spoms and Henlthic
Clwh, by are cacperaiing &nand ) 2
supparting bomophobic oppression. .

Thire |.1||..r||. bl:u.bﬂl.:r nll.:rrlll.m '-"k

Sy e
“"’ _r
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Workshops

O Tharsday, Coroher 11, Gay and
Leshinn Community Services of
Fochester, MM, wall hold three ses-
slons o “Myths About Homosexda-
alicy™ a1 9a,m,, Wham., and 2 pm.,
and a workshop on “Caming O™
v H pom, The sessaons wall Be hekd
at Rochester Commumity College
and wre Mo and apun 1o 15 public.

O Saurday, Oovober 15, from ©
. e noon a “Coming Chot™ work-
shop will be Behd from bouh gay and

rapeciives. For lncaten
call GLCS (507 2813265 Mon. or
Wed. § pam-T pom.

O Crrinber 13, GLCS of Rochester
will hipde their deh Anmiversry duano
at the Unitarinn-Universalise
Chusch, Walden Ln. - Rochester,
£1.00, BY O, semi- Imml.almuug-
gested,

Sports
News
Wanted

Equal Time
is looking for
male & female
reporters to
" cover gay/lesbian
sport news.
Jend letter &
writing samplas ol

Equal Time

171 W, Leka 51
Suite 504
Ppls KB G540

A pimitey watli sl oo bedhalf
il by canddl gy people

51, Paal-Reformation
Luithéran Chamch
10N Pooerth Chcfiomd Steet
5, Paql, MM 55104
(G122} Z24:.3471
Sundary worshdpe |
Serdos Th30 an {03 avdnes )
Pamlhspped sccessible
I gt o (e Teanng et
Thililoan: prosiiol dunny scodos
Comnigigatinnal ko fon
Ly sl
Parerls & Fricndk
o Lozl sbare ] Ganys

Arim Hill  Le Tinesschoeny
Wingspan Ministry Assncistes
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A BROTHER'S
ToucH

| S

Minnesota's first and only
COMFPLETELY GAY AND

LESBIAN BOOKSTORE
1831 Micollet at Franbklin

872-1412
STORE HOURS: M-F11AM-7FM  SAT 10 AM-6PM

473-4296 (0)

compalitive raies on

WHEN IT COMES TO INSURANCE. ..
ASK RANDY

Sarving the gay community with excellent service and

824-7928 (H)

all linas of inaurance,

RANDY THORSETT, AGENT

...J

:,h_ WDMEH 5 TH FR.".F“I" COILLECTIVE -
hl?bﬂ'ldr? AR | snrh, fere I-'i|H1|rH. i 55408
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GLCS ke Tk
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P Blox THI24
54, Paul, Minnasoia 55175
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Come
welcome
us to
Calhoun
Square
Offering
cortlempiorary
clothing for

e Gl Herien

Ibis pays homage to the
shining example of Ancient
Egypt with simple, elegant.
clothing perfectly suited for
life today.

ESSENTIAL |
ELEGANCE
ENDURES

CREATED AND MAVUFACTURED IV MIRFAPCES

CALHOUN SOUARE, 2mnd FLOMER HZa09TS




