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Council passes transgender rights bill; mayor vows to 
sign it into law 

By WINNIE MCCROY 

Transgender rights advocates are applauding the New York City 
Council's passage Wednesday of a bill that protects transgendered 
and gender-variant people from discrimination. 

The measure, known as Intro. 24, cleared the City Council by a 45-5 
vote. Republican Mayor Michael Bloomberg says he will sign the 
measure. 

"In the past I expressed the belief that this legislation is extraneous 
because transsexuals are protected under the current human rights 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg has vowed 
to sign the trans gender rights bill 
passed Wednesday by the City 
Council. (AP Photo) 

law," the mayor said in a written statement. "However, considering its. strong support in the Council I 
plan on signing it into law." 

The measure expands and clarifies the definition of gender, and changes city law by providing 
protection from discrimination based on gender identity or expression in housing, employment, and 
public accommodations. 

"When the final vote was called, a great cheer went up. We felt a palpable sense of history being made," 
said Pauline Park, of the New York Association for Gender Rights Advocacy, a trans gender rights 
group. "April 24 will go down in the annals of history of the transgender community in New York. It is 
a watershed; we will remember the day when we transgendered people reclaimed our full human dignity 
and inalienable rights. It is certainly our greatest legislative victory to date." 

The General Welfare Committee passed the measure Tuesday by a 7-1 vote. 

In the past, the measure encountered an obstacle in the form of now-former Speaker Peter Vallone, who 
said the bill was not necessary. The new speaker, Gifford Miller, backed the bill, which needed 26 votes 
to pass, and 35 to become veto-proof. 

At a press conference before Tuesday's committee hearing on the bill, Councilmember Bill Perkins, a 
sponsor of the legislation, said: "Unity is what got us here. Where we go from here depends on the 
renaissance of that union. I am confidant that we are going to get this legislation passed, and that your 
humanity will be validated. The only way to get to that ultimate goal is to stick together." 

Though not a member of the General Welfare Committee, lesbian Councilmember Margarita Lopez was 
on hand at the rally to thank the community for bringing the issue to her attention three years ago. 

"Fighting for your rights allowed me to understand my own humanity better," said Lopez. "Those people 
who made the decision long ago to not allow this bill to be heard need to question if they were 
representing their humanity." 

State Sen. Tom Duane, meanwhile, recognized a driving force behind the legislation: Sylvia Rivera, a 
firebrand activist who died in February. 
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"She struggled hard but she couldn't be here today," said Duane. "In my heart, I will always see this as 
Sylvia's bill." 

At the start of the hearing, a moment of silence was held in Rivera's memory. 

During the hearing, gay Councilmember Phil Reed made much ofthe legislation's fiscal impact report-
the estimate of how much the legislation will cost taxpayers. 

"The report shows that the cost of this bill is zero; it will cost nothing," said Reed. "But it has already 
cost us millions in lost hope, betrayal, in lives shattered by insults constantly hurled. This is a profound 
cost, which this committee is trying to address." 

Payday came to City Hall this week. 

"I think it is a great thing, and about time," said New York Transgender Coalition spokesperson Bali 
White. "I am glad to see so many transgendered people and allies working together. This only 
encourages us to keep working as far as legislation goes." 

The City Council members who voted against the measure are: Simcha Felder (D-Brooklyn), Dennis 
Gallagher (R Queens), Martin Golden (R-Brooklyn), Andrew Lanza (R-Staten Island), and James Oddo 
(R-Staten Island). Ruben Diaz (D-Bronx) abstained. 

The City of Rochester has transgender-inclusive anti-discrimination provisions in its human rights 
statute, as does Suffolk County; the City ofIthaca has added "gender presentation" to its local hate 
crimes law. 
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